


About the Centre
for Education and
Communication

Centre for Education and Communication (CEC) is
a labour resource centre dedicated to research,
campaign and support on key concepts, ideas and
policies that enhance dignified and sustainable
livelihood options of workers, in particular informal
workers, and small producers.

What is the
Digital Labour
Archive, and Why

The Digital Labour Archive (DLA) is a repository
developed by CEC with the support of Rosa
Luxemburg Stiftung (RLS)-South Asia. The objective
of the DLA is to assist researchers, activists and
authorities in accessing relevant documents

in a systematic manner on the struggles and
experiences of labour in contemporary India, to
facilitate better understanding, analysis, research
and strategy building. DLA especially focuses on
the informal sector workers employed in global
value chains, such as those of the garment and
automobile sectors. DLA aspires to be a knowledge
hub for researchers, scholars and activists.



Accessing the Archive

Materials collected in the DLA are in digital form,
and they can be accessed via online as well as
offline medium. Some of the sensitive materials
are currently accessible only via offline, and can be
consulted in the Library of the Centre for Education
and Communication (CEC). Uploading of the
materials to the DLA is an ongoing process.

Links to the materials of Digital Archive can be found
through the website of CEC, at
https://cec-india.org/our-work.php?wid=21

Nature of Material
in the Archive

DLA has a rich collection of materials, such as trade
union correspondence, pamphlets, photographs,
booklets, cartoons, letters, petitions, newspaper
clippings, magazines, reports, interviews of trade
union activists, labour scholars and worker leaders.

The materials are being catalogued on the basis
of sources and subjects. DLA has materials from
organisations such as the All India Trade Union
Congress (AITUC), Centre of India Trade Unions
(CITU), Indian National Trade Union Congress
(INTUC), Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS), Peoples’
Union for Democratic Rights (PUDR) etc. It has
materials on garment workers, automobile
workers, domestic workers, construction workers,
brick kiln workers, mine workers, Anganwadi
workers, marginal farmers and others. DLA also
has a collection of workers’ magazines, journals
and newspapers, such as Labour File, Shraam Jeevi,
Toontati Sankaale, Nagrik, Mehnatkash, and so on.




Material according
to Source and Media

The Archive has been built by collecting material
from varied sources including newspapers and
trade unions archives. The material gathered is
of varied media, including audio-visual material,
as well as posters, photographs, cartoons and
pamphlets.

Trade Union Material

This collection includes materials such as copies
of organs of the central trade unions, such as the
Trade Union Record (TUR), a fortnightly magazine
published by AITUC, covering information on
union activities across India, reports of labour
conferences, meetings and news clippings of
struggles. Currently, the DLA has TUR issues for 36
years i.e. for the period 1979-2019. Other important
materials, such as correspondence among

union leaders on matters related to workers’
struggles, campaigns, court cases, documents

on the Fifty Years of AITUC, engagements with
World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) etc.
also are also included in the DLA. Organisational
initiatives and campaigns of women workers, such
as Anganwadi workers, reports on celebration of
International Women'’s Day, May Day etc. are also
part of the collection.



Collection of News Clippings

The Archive has a rich collection of newspaper
clippings related to the transfer of small industries
from Delhi to the adjoining areas and the

related struggles of workers and owners of small
enterprises, from 1990s onwards. The Archive also
has a collection of clippings on workers' migration,
struggles and daily lives throughout the Covid-19
period.

Audio-Visual Materials

The Digital Labour Archive has a series of interviews
of l[abour historians, trade union activists and
workers on different dimensions of working class
lives, struggles, challenges of new labour regimes
and experiences of organising workers. The
audio-visual materials also contain films made

for workers' education, such as adult education,
provident fund, medical insurance, bonded labour
and others.

Material related to Covid-19

This collection comprises of various notifications
and orders issued by the state and central
governments in the Covid-19 period, with regard
to the workers, their wages, travel, food and other
provisions. Reports, articles, petitions, and press
releases during the lockdowns and unlocking
periods have also been compiled in this collection.

Photographs, Cartoons

Historical and contemporary photographs on
labour struggles, everyday lives of workers in
workspaces and communities, trade union leaders
and workers' leaders are being collected and
curated through the Digital Labour Archive.



Material according
to Subject
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The source materials have been re-classified into
subject categories, for the convenience of the
user. The following is an indicative subject list, in
alphabetical order.

reEnTITCATE

~ PCAT i Hifon: : HONDA MOTORCYCLE &
N © INDIA EWPLOYEES UNIOW,

jead Dftice of the Union * H.ND.135/3, HARI MAGAR
goreuos™ ¥ OBJECE oF the Uinion -12-“.]4. Marla-,

IR The afee -
f

. union shall
LKIRIU EMPLOYEES umomreamugsa)'“"' A

hat cam he br
J.P.0. Mokalwas Distt. Gu AbErs . 2

Act, 1926, this 2% _ _ __
dayuf My, _Hz;yu.s

s ;
ke 3 %y
: _JJ,J/ Al , .ﬁ’.’!?(ﬂ mﬁg ions, Haryana,

aryanz.

30 /8. 2008
MSatd =T i .




- g e

S i Al e w1 st B AR ¢ 2EML
FawFr  : suea
s R TR T

mzﬁfmﬁ AT AT frtatat
. [
slq\'qoﬂﬂm 0 ki 152 631200 certe

i A i pell 11152
Pt TS TR b, hes D e pclznbl

femizz A8 lat=me, 2011

T 4+

-3

Sa T, Rl ES
T A e A FAR S, 100 F 61 a T am (2) s (2) &
de Pl e 5 Ffer @b firseg 307

Dated 1612012

The Ceanlral Fumnt C: 8,
LI P. & Bihar - -
EFF{, Bhaviswa Midhi Ehswan, il e
Sarsacaya MNagar, 28, Conmun ty Cere,
Kanpur=208005. MR (AR AT

Daki 119082,

Dhear Mr. ACPFC | st We RPAC,

This has reterencea o lhe lelles dalsn o0 oo 2 HialeEss 15 F U by ow
affilate. All India Gareral Mazdoor Trade Union, Mew Ded regarcing coverage of
workers under EFF 3chema, Iha estatishments, Mis Fines, Noida, Mis Profile
Irdia, Moida, Més Sunlcad Apparels, Moica and WWs CTA Apparels, Molda, are
repeted 12 Fave net coversd all the workers under E7F Schama. Itis also reperted
that the two Erforcament Officers who were given responsiblity te havs spot
ehacking did not cary oul the task and inst2ad wrole to the unior to submil ecords
il % adogs Thera employers 4o not giue appoint=enad leller, allemcance o or
any olher ducwres |l e workes and tharsfos hese oficars & ould heve done
Iha checking at tha epot. |he datals 2ne given in the encloesd reprasantation and
cihar gocumen:s enclosed herewith.

in the cireumstences, we would request you w kindly persenally Menvenc in
the matter.

L SRS

ﬁqmmﬁmu@wﬁmﬁ

mmwn,mmﬂmmw{m -1

Taesdmsink

Lo
annE Tt w

o fermi- 0o

TR = g, il & P T e ‘,mﬁ'

1 LTS s B v € 90 9 3 e o & i s o 7

,3“‘“‘"“’““‘“"“'““ T L e e S e e P T T
ﬁiwﬂﬁmamﬂum_ﬁ‘,mqﬁmwmi

2 E WMM‘S‘IMWMWM'&;@?mmaKW

éo:s)!a‘feﬂm ST S +1 ¥ wrm # Br T T
‘aﬁsmﬁv:unu:‘:mwam ! Fyat!

T 4 4 8 W O e §
5. mew S T arfie R i @
T A e i e o
ggﬁam‘lwmﬁaﬂfmm



Worlers® Death and Working Lives
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Magazines, Newspapers Pamphlets and Posters

Collection of mouthpieces of central trade unions, Pamphlets and posters released by workers
reports of human rights organisations, workers’ organisations on various matters such as price
magazines, journals and newspapers, such as rise, labour laws, policies, labour strikes etc.

TUR, Labour File, Shraam Jeevi, Toontati Sankaale, released during May Day demonstrations and other
Nagarik, Mehnatkash. occasions across the recent years.
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ALL INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

Denr Shri Dadwal ji,

I an snclosing herswith the copies of the letters dated 17.4.3010
addressed 1o your :oudscl.f‘ by All India General Mazdeor Trade Union,
Mew Delhi. The union has m:phmm about 1nwﬂm on the part of the
Police HSmtion, Okhln, ?rmu.n_, Sarita Vikar and Mansarovar Gerden in
Deill. The uston had glven chis repre aem,amn o you when they
peacsfully demomstrates in front of Belhi Polics Headguarters, New
 Dothi. “a

Diated 30.3.2010

L wnvuld- request you to Lundlymrwmln the maﬂﬂnhd advisn
d police 5
mm: by the uricn and workers, -
With regards,

“Yours sincerely,

Shri ¥.5. Dadwel, . 2
Commlseloner of Palice,

Delini Poliee, 1P, Estate,
Hens Tl hi-11 G003,
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The Archive Team Contact Us

The Digital Labour Archive is being developed and http://cec-india.org/
maintained by a group of professionals associated

with CEC. It includes historians, archivists, 173-A,

technicians and volunteers. Khirki Village, Malviya Nagar,

New Delhi- 110017
Ph: +91 11 29541858 +91 11 29541841
cec@cec-india.org

f @CEC.NewDelhi
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