
ORISSA HIGH COURT JUDGMENTS ON THE BONDED LABOUR SYSTEM 

(ABOLITION) ACT, 1976 

 

1.  

K. Ramamurty Patro and Ors v. Sub-Divisional Officer and Ors. – 1989 Cri LJ 1036,  

decided on 14.09.1988 

Case Details 

Appellants – K. Ramamurty Patra & Ors. 

Respondents – Sub-Divisional Officer & Ors. 

Bench – G.B. Patnaik, J. 

Date – 14.09.1988 

 

Facts 

The petition prayed for the quashing of proceedings initiated against the petitioners for offences 

under the Bonded Labour Act. The respondents had filed a petition alleging that the petitioners 

employed the respondents and after a year drove them out without paying them.    

 

Judgment 

The Court perused the definitions under the Bonded Labour Act and examined what would 

amount to an offence under the Act. The Court reasoned that the entire allegations against the 

petitioners merely reveal that during the past some of the respondents had worked as domestic 

servants in the house of the petitioners and their entire salary has not been paid. It is not the 

case that there was a relationship of creditor or debtor between the petitioner and the 

respondents for discharging a debt, nor that the respondents had been engaged to work either 

free or on a paltry sum. Further, the period for which they had worked was also prior to the 

enforcement of the Act.  On these grounds, the Court allowed the appeal and quashed the 

proceedings against the petitioners. 
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2. 

 Narayan Mohanty v. State of Orissa & Anr. – 1995 Cri LJ 1788 

decided on 22.11.1994 

 

Case Details 

Appellants – Narayan Mohanty 

Respondents – State of Orissa & Anr. 

Case Number – Criminal Misc. Cases No. 1204 of 1991 

Bench – A. Pasayat, J. 

Date – 22.11.1994 

 

Facts 

This petition seeks to quash proceedings under the Bonded Labour Act initiated by order of the 

Sub-Divisional Magistrate directing the institution of a suit under section 17 of the Bonded 

Labour Act. The proceedings were instituted on the facts that the petitioner had employed the 

respondent on remuneration of Rs. 120/- and 12 pauttis of paddy per year.  

 

Judgment 

The Court held that as there was no material to show the existence of a relationship of creditor 

or debtor between the petitioner and the respondents for discharging a debt, nor that the 

respondents had been engaged to work either free or on a paltry sum. On such basis, the Court 

allowed the petition, and the proceedings against the petitioner were quashed.  
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3. 

Gedela Sankaram Naidu v. Kadraka Surana – 55 (1983) CLT 452                                                                       

decided on 27.09.1982 

 

Case Details 

Appellants - Gedela Sankaram Naidu 

Respondents – Kadraka Surana 

Case Number – Criminal Misc. Case No. 466 of 1980 

Bench – B.K. Behera, J. 

Date – 27.09.1982 

 

Facts 

Application has been made by the petitioner under section 482 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure for quashing the proceedings against him under the Bonded Labour Act. The 

respondent had not entered appearance despite service of summons.    

 

Judgment 

The Court observed that proceedings against the petitioner was initiated under section 2(g)(4), a 

definitional provision, instead of the penal provisions under sections 16-20. The Court further 

held that there was no allegation whatsoever that the petitioner had compelled any person to 

render any bonded labour. As a result, the application was allowed and the criminal proceedings 

against the petitioner were quashed. 
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