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Protest against
N-power plant
after rural poll

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Midnapore: Even as chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee keeps harping on the
need to step up power genera-
tion in East Midnapore in his
panchayat poll rallies, mem-
bers of the Haripur Paramanu
Bidyut Prakalpa Pratirodh
Andolan (HPBPPA) are quiet-
ly preparing to step up their
campaign against the pro-
posed nuclear power plant.
Immediately after the
panchayat polls, thou- o8
sands of fishermen
and farmers from
Haripur will join an
agitation under the
banner of Macchimar
Adhikar Rashtriya Ab-
hiyan that has called for
the cancellation of all
projects that violate the
coastline regulations. Meet-
ings and rallies will be held
from May 22 and locals will re-
new their vigil at all entry
points to Haripur to make sure
that government representa-
tives can't enter the area.
“The nuclear power plant
will not only throw thousands
of fishermen out of their jobs
but will also do immense harm
to the environment of the re-
gion. Also, hundreds of farm-
ers will have to give up their
land for the project which is
unacceptable to us. Even
though the government has
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put the project on hold, it has
not vet been officially
scrapped. Our campaign will
go on till the announcement
comes,” said Debashish Shya-
mal of HPBPPA.

Three village panchayats
at Haripur, which is around 50 |
km from Nandigram, will be |
affected by the proposed pow-
er plant. Bamunia, Majilapur
and Mavapur panchayats will
go to the polls on May 11.

In spite of the agitation and
the brewing tension, there
will be no attempt to
boycott the polls. “On

the contrary, we
would like the polls
to be held smoothly.
People of Haripur are

looking forward to a
change of guard at the
panchayats. But the
HPBPPA is not taking
any side. We are only inter-
ested in safeguarding the in-
terests of fishermen and
farmers,” added Shyamal.
West Bengal Socialist Party,
CPM and the Trinamool Con-
gress now have one panchay
at each in Haripur.

“The fate of the parties will
hang on the stand they take on
the plant,” said Shyamal. On
May 1, HPBPPA leaders will be
travelling to Jakhoj in Gujarat
where the Macchimar Abhiyan
will kick-off its save the coast
campaign. It will reach East
Midnapore on May 22.
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